Research Papers Peer Editing Sheet

Author of Paper Being Reviewed: __________________
    
 Name of Reviewer: __________________

Does your title give readers a good idea of what's to come? (Have you even come up with one yet? Remember, "Assignment #3" is not a title!)

Is the thesis statement clearly stated in the appropriate place? 

Does the introduction grab the reader’s attention? Does it lead the reader effectively from the attention grabber to the thesis statement? Is the introduction the appropriate length? 

Are there transitions between sections and paragraphs to create flow and unity? Are there ideas that do not seem to connect or are missing a transition? 

Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence? If you took your thesis statement and all your topic sentences, would those points correspond to what the overall goal of your paper? If not, do you need to revise your thesis or re-examine your subpoints?

Do the topic sentences (1) make a connection back with the thesis statement, (2) establish a link with the previous paragraph's content and (3) give enough information to substantiate the topic sentence? 

Does the order of information in your paragraphs make sense? (e.g., maybe the transitions seem forced because they aren't in the right order)

Are the paragraphs too short (say, fewer than 4 sentences) or too long (longer than about 8)? Is there some combining or separating of issues that needs to take place? Or do you simply need to generate more content or delete irrelevant material?

Are the sources used and cited convincing? Is there enough balance between your own insights and expert opinions? Is anything that should be referenced that isn’t?

Are all sources and direct quotations explained or have you left them standing on their own?

Is there any material that has gone off topic or is irrelevant that you feel should be been cut? 

Does the conclusion restate your thesis, using different words? Does it leave a good lasting impression? What could be added to help leave the reader with a good impression?

     ** Stylistically, is the author using different sentence beginnings and varying sentence lengths to aid in fluency? Are  

     there places where more active verbs could be used and/or words (esp adj and adv) could be taken out?

Additional Comments/Suggestions: 
