Macbeth Quotations Worksheet







British Literature
Directions: Locate the quote within the test and mark its location (pg # and Act/Scene). Then, identify the speaker and an explanation of context for each of the following quotations.

1. “What [the thane of Cawdor] hath lost, Macbeth hath won.” 

2. “All hail, Macbeth! that shall be King hereafter. … [Banquo] thou shall get kings, though be none: so all hail Macbeth and Banquo!” 

3. “If chance should have me king, why, chance may crown me, without my stir.” 

4. “Only I have left to say, more is thy due than more than all can pay.” 
5. Come, you spirits that tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, and fill me from the crown to the toe top-full of direst cruelty!” 
6. “You shall put this night’s great business into my dispatch, which shall to all our nights and days to come give solely sovereign sway and materdom.” 
7. “I have given suck, and know how tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me - I would, while it was smiling in my face, have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums, and dashed the brains out, had I sworn as you have done to this.” 
8. “I go, and it is done: the bell invites me. Hear it not Duncan, for it is a knell that summons thee to heaven, or to hell.” 
9. “That which hath made them drunk hath made me bold… and surfeited grooms do mock their charge with snores.” 
10. “But wherefore could not I pronounce ‘Amen’? I had most need of blessing, and ‘Amen’ stuck in my throat.” 
11. “What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes! Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hand? No; this my hand will rather the multitudinous seas incarnadine, making the green one red.” 
12. “My hands are of our colour; but I shame to wear a heart so white…A little water clears us of this deed: How easy is it then!” 
13. “To know my deed, ‘twere best not know myself.” 
14. “O, gentle lady, ‘tis not for you to hear what I can speak: the repetition, in a woman’s ear would murder as it fell.” 
15. “Thou hast it now, King, Cawdor, Glamis, all, as the weird women promised, and I fear thou play’dst most foully for’t…” 
16. “For certain friends that are both his and mine, whose loves I may not drop, but wail his fall who I myself struck down: and thence it is that I to your assistance do make love, masking the business from the common eye, for sundry weighty reasons.” 
17. “Nought’s had, all’s spent, where our desire is got without content: ‘tis safer to be that which we destroy than by destruction dwell in doubtful joy.” 
18.  “Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, till thou applaud the deed.” 
19. “There the grown serpent lies; the worm that’s fled hath nature that in time will venom breed, no teeth for th’present.” 
20. “By the pricking of my thumbs, something wicked this way comes.” 
21. “Everyone who [swears and lies] is a traitor, and must be hanged.” 
22. “But there’s no bottom, none, in my voluptuousness: your wives, your daughters, your matrons and your maids, could not fill up the cistern of my lust…better Macbeth, than such an one to reign.” 
23. “Out damned spot!”

24. “I have almost forgot the taste of fears…” 
25. “She should have dies hereafter; there would have been a time for such a word. To-morrow and to-morrow and to-morrow…” 
26. “Despair thy charm, and let the angel whom thou still hast served tell thee, [I] was from [my] mother’s womb untimely ripped.” 
