Example of The Hourglass Intro/Conclusion Method
Introduction:

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 
Though the term beauty is versatile in its definition, it is certain that beauty can take many forms and therefore is more of a preference rather than a standard. Across the span of centuries artists have strived to portray their interpretation of beauty through a multitude of mediums, and still society reflects differently on how to define the epitome of such splendor. From behind her camera as an predominant artist of today, Annie Leibovitz is revolutionary in capturing the human form in its most magnificent state. Through the use and understanding of contrast, perspective and the human body’s potential for movement, it is no wonder that Annie Leibovitz is taking the world by storm by demonstrating a new perspective on beauty.  

A few other notes: 

· Notice how sentence by sentence the topic narrows from the broad statement made in the first sentence, to our specific central idea of our thesis. Each sentence works to narrow down the field to direct the reader to the main crux of the essay. 

· Notice how the sentences vary. They begin with prepositional phrases and other stylistic devices, as opposed to Subject + verb, Subject + verb – which gets BORING! In addition, notice how the sentence length varies as well. It reads fluidly because there is a variation between long and choppy sentences. 

· Reflect on some of the vocabulary choices made here and how it helps to convey our tone. How is it clear that this author favors the work of Annie Leibovitz? Cue words like: revolutionary, epitome, splendor, predominant artist, understanding, potential, etc. 

Conclusion: 

It is no wonder that Annie Leibovitz has gained such notoriety from her work as a photographer as she focuses on the fundamentals of the artistry. 
It is rare to see such a talent flourish right off the pages of the magazines for which she shoots and into real life. Leibovitz, through hard work, perseverance and immeasurable talent, has deservedly claimed a place in the spotlight amongst inventive scholars, fellow artists and mere fans of her work.  Therefore, the next time the topic of art and beauty rears its head, delve into the nuances Ms. Leibovitz’s work. Explain the broad scope of her images and the iconic photographs that have changed our society and the way that we interpret beauty. Demonstrate how her grasp on contrast, light, and color have moved this generation to an understanding of beauty that is rarely known. And explain that it is through this new perspective we as a society are enlightened and changed for the better.  

�This opening hook is a universal statement that can take this essay in a million different directions. Are we going to talk about makeup, or plastic surgery, or eating disorders or the modeling industry or Renaissance Art? Who knows!? But the ambiguity can draw in a reader and invest them by inspiring their interest. 


�Clear thesis statement which also gives some insight as to some of the support that will be discussed throughout the essay. (ie: contrast, perspective, movement in the human body, etc)


�Notice that the first sentence of the concluding paragraph restates the idea of the thesis but does not rewrite it word for word. 


�The purpose of this last sentence is to act like a GONG that echoes your message long after the reader has finished reading your essay. 





